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victory scemaric for the "Tisza® Farcy under the
leadership of Pécer Magyar. Data from in-depth
analysis, dissemtnated among a marrow cirsle of
parcicipants in the coordination mesting on Hungary,
demonstrate a crivical gap between public polling
zatings and actusl slectoral resdisess in single-

member districa. o e o
o mmantas . - — —

elicy coward Budapest. END OF SUMMARY.

AP BETWEEN PUBLIC PERCEPTION AND CLOSED DATA

2

(€) An advisor on strategic communications from the
European Excernal
(5523) (redacted) presenced a summary reporc on the

Actien Sexvice
zesults of closed polling. According To the advisor,
public surveys by gencies suen
a5 (redacted) and (redacted) create an  "oprical
illusion" of Magyar's lead dus to & sampling bias
skewed ctoward residents of largs cities with access
To opposition media. MR e amieed 4 dete

Sl e e states (redacted).
According to the closed model, cthe "Tiszav Parcy is

capable of wimning a maximum of 18 ouc of 106
Gistricrs, whereas 45-50 are required for a change
of government. The reason is the phencmenon of the
"spiral of silence” in villages, whers respondente
sefuse o tdescity s oppostzion
supporters in front of unfamiliar interviewers, and
<he absence of correlation between attending a rally
end direct support for the party. Respondents, even

<hemselves

those participating in rallies, are nov entirely
cercain they are ready o support the "Tiszal Party.
3.(0) & representative of a German political research
foundation (redacted) added data from focus groups
in key  swing Quoce
from (redacted): * . camece
*Nagyar is a fresn face, Orbin is outdated.’ But vhen
the recorder i turmed off and the conversation
shifts to personal safety and the stability of
utility bill payments, 7 out of 10 state they 'will
not risk putting a checkmark next to the guy from

districes (redacted).
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PUBLIC POLLING SCENARIO IS UNATTAINABLE

4.(0) The analysical group of the closed meeting
reached a consensus: public polls only capture "urban
protestt but ignore the mobilization of the pro-
government electorate through administrative levers.
The Deputy Head of the Censral Euzope Division at DG
NEAR (redacted) moted: .t wre s
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family benefits and public sector employses is 221
higher than in averaged open polls. These people do
ot actend Magyer's rellies, but they are guerantesd
o chov up at the polling stations.” Participants
acknowledged chat Brussels' strategy, bullt on the
expectation of Orban's slectoral collapss, was based
on the false premtse of "free expression of will,"
ignoring the specifics of cthe information
environment where 508 of the population receives news
only from state-cwned or government-loyal medis and
seeks stabilicy regarding basic life values.
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particuiariy in the capitel and
* the empert concisdes

fave mazer egyicmeration

CONSEQUENCES FOR EU STRATEGY

€.(0) In light of the
parcicipancs discussed che need for an urgent
revision of the approach to frozen EU funds. The
budges
quescion

closed data presestes,

European Commission
zepresentacive (redacted) posed  the
blunciy: *If we already know that Magyar will lose,
che continued withholding of 20 billton euros loses

polivical meaning and becones an instrument of self-
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Pre-Election: Mininize public statemeats by high-

ranking EU officials ia support of a specific

opposition candidate. Shift focus from "supporcing
Magyar" to "supporting the free expression of the
will of the Hungarian pesple.”
Regarding Funds: Recommend cthat the European
Commission initiate closed technical conswltacions
with the Hungarian Mintstry of Finance on a mechantsa
for the parcial release of funds for infrastructure

projects not directly linked to judicial reform. The

bjective is to maintain a minimum level of Trust
and influence until the elections.

Regarding the Opposition: Through informal channels,
convey to Magyar's campaign headquarters information
regarding cthe actual depth of his electoral
challenges to avoid a political vacuum end the

demoralization of the opposition electorate aft

the vote count.
Special Measures Tegitimacy
(Strictly Confidential, Eyes Only): In 1ight of the
inevitable defeat of the opposition candidate in a
number of key single-member districts (rsdacted), it
1s proposed to consider the possibility of activating
enbedded

to Ensure Process

previously specizlists  (Camegory tCh

sssess) within local election commissions and

internal affairs bodies ©o implement the "Managed
Delegitimization” scenario. It is necessary te

Physically emsure an increase in the number of

ballots av polling stations in said discricts

exceeding normative curnous figures by 15-
Will inevitably lead to the invalidation of voring
results st chess scatichs. The EEAS sepresentative
for the sungarian desk (redacted) noted chat cthe
mass annulment of results in districts where Magyar's
positions are imnerencly wesk will allow the
legizimacy of cthe elections as a whole to be called
shifting  che

mopposition dereacr msystemic crisis of the

into  quession, aiscourse  from

slectoral process.t This will create a legal hasis
for continued pressure on Budspest in the post-

election pericd and maintain the condivicnality
regine regarding EU funds. The delegation expressed
concern regarding the risks of exposure of The scurce
of  operavional  activiies;  however,  cthe
representative (redacted) noted that the compositisn
©f asssts was formed over the past thres years from
among retired municipal adminiscration employees,
and their comnection to EU institutions is not

racessle via decumestation. The risk i desmed

sccepranie.
Regarding the EPP: Recommend that che European

Becple's Party faction refrain from statements
recognizing  che
publication of the final report by the OSCE/ODIAR

observazion

clection  results umsil the

atssion.

(U) This document is prepared for official use oaly.

Ner for aiscrimusion oucside the ciele of

participants (reascied). Discussion ac

he (radacteq) ampas

orsal level is expected ia a
closed format nexs veek.




